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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent Proo
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Planning a Fall Home Sale?

In spite of shifting economic conditions, the Lamorinda seller’s
market remains strong for well prepared, properly priced and
expertly promoted properties.

Call me today for a complimentary property evaluation and
marketing plan. Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate success
to obtain the highest return on your sale.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

Orinda City Council honors Anne J. Parr
for nearly a half century of art classes

and their mothers to come and make friends.
Parr too met so many people through her work
at the Community Center. She recalls that her
focus was on helping each student to use their
own creativity. She started with Saturday Hap-
penings, two-hour art classes with no sign-up
required. Kids would just drop into the old
multi-purpose room. Parr said that the chil-
dren loved coming, and she would mix up dif-
ferent ages in groups, which they also loved.
She also brought in Girl Scouts as helpers, in-

& cluding her own six daughters. Parr added that

Anne J. Parr
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By Sora O’Doherty

At the recommendation of city staff and the in-
stigation of Orinda City Council member Amy
Worth, Orinda has decided to mount a plaque
honoring Anne J. Parr for nearly 50 years of
teaching art classes to children at the Orinda
Community Center. From before the incorpora-
tion of the city of Orinda, Parr could be found at
the Orinda Community Center teaching art to
Orinda’s young students, as well as to their
mothers. Interviewed by The Lamorinda
Weekly, Parr emphasized how much she loved
being able to guide children to express them-
selves through art.

The plaque will be installed in the Commu-
nity Center, dedicating the Anne J. Parr Clay &
Kiln Room. The text of the plaque honors Parr
“for nearly 50 years teaching children’s clay
programs and providing unforgettable experi-
ences for hundreds of community youth.”
Worth said that she still has a number of clay
figures her children made in Parr’s classes, and
that they remain favored toys of her grandchil-
dren now. Parr says, “I still run into people
who’ll say, ‘I was in the 3:30 class,” and they are
now there with their own children.”

“It was as much a social thing as an art
thing,” Parr said. It was a place for children

in those days, the community center let you
have a helper, and she hired many children for
whom it was their first job.

According to Parr, her real talent is getting
things out of other people. She was more of a
teacher than an artist. “Some were kids having
a difficult time in school, and coming to art
classes was a whole different thing,” she re-
called.

Parr went to UC Berkeley, where she volun-
teered for many things, and was often using art
in her volunteer endeavors. She majored in
English, history and science. Someone sug-
gested that she teach the classes in ceramics be-
cause she had done a lot of ceramics, painting
and printing in her volunteer work.

In her late 80s, Parr still lives in the family
home in Sleepy Hollow. She remains very ac-
tive, going to the local gym, meeting with her
multigeneration coffee klatch, book club, etc.
Of her six daughters, five live relatively close
and one, Colleen Winans, lives in Maryland.

“At some point,” Winans says, “all of us worked
in Mom’s classes, either with the Girl Scouts or
individually.” She remembers it being lots of
fun, and says that all the sisters have an interest
in art because of her mom. “She did a ton of dif-
ferent things in classes: collages, painting, you
name it,” Winans recalls. “We had a huge mail
box in front of our house and folks would drop
off things that Mom needed for different pro-
jects.” The classes at the Community Center cost
about 75 cents a class. Parr would display the
children’s creations in the window of the book
store in Orinda, which is now Orinda Books.

Parr is a bit sad to have given up the art
classes during the pandemic. “I was kind of
sorry to have it wind up the way it did,” she
said, “but timing is everything.” The plaque in
the Community Center will assure that Parr will
long be remembered for the wonderful work
she did there.

Janet Riley

For Orinda City Council

Orinda Experience Makes a Difference

As a child growing up here, as a parent who raised two
children here and as a 40 year resident of Orinda, | have a
unique understanding of Orinda community issues and

history.

| chose to serve for 30 years as a volunteer and leader in
Orinda schools and community organizations. | am ready
to serve Orinda as a City Councilmember.

| was raised here by chance; | returned by choice. Orinda

is my hometown.

| will draw on my lifelong understanding and experience
to help make thoughtful, informed decisions to enhance

our city's safety and vibrance.
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Hauling &
¥ Cleanup

Pruning Trees &
“. Weed Cutting

Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

references available

Alamo Country Club Estate | 335 Lakeview Place
5BD / 5BA | 6,485 sq. ft. | 1.16 Acres
Offered for $8,499,000 | 335Lakeview.com

Ann Newton Cane Golden

| 415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Service ~ Leadership ~ Stewardship

"Janet’s deep roots in Orinda and love of
our community have been reflected in her
decades of volunteer service to Orinda and

its schools. Her extensive leadership
experience, professional training and
dedication to our community will make her
an excellent City Councilmember."

Amy Worth
Orinda City Councilmember

www.JanetRileyforOrinda.com

For more information and a full list of endorsers - please visit my website.
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